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CROW’S NEST 

Grand Knight’s Message 
 

 
 
time, our talents, or treasure as we set out to be?  I ask that all of you take some alone 
time, and thoughtfully and purposefully reflect on whether you have been the person 
you wanted to be this year.  Should the answer be yes, do your best to be humble and 
allow God be the one to reward you.    Should the answer be no, then ask God to give 
you guidance starting now in Advent to be the best version of the person you want to 
become. 
   
May you and your families have a wonderful Advent season, a Merry Christmas and a 
blessed new year.   
 

Council News 
 

From now until mid-December, we’re collecting clothes and toys for the needy families that we 
adopted for Christmas. Watch for notices and then sign up to buy gifts for specific children and 
parents.   
 
Sunday, December 5, all Masses: Church membership drive at St. Jude, followed by an 
Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity at 11:15 a.m. We are hoping for a large group of 
new members from the church membership drive, and ask the Brother Knights attend to 
support them. 
 
Saturday, December 11:  Breakfast with Santa.  Bring your children or grandchildren to have 
breakfast with Santa Claus, 9:30 a.m. to about noon.  We also need volunteers for set-up, 
clean-up and to help cook breakfast. 
 
December [date and time TBA]:  Gift-wrapping party.  Bring your family and help wrap gifts for 
the needy families that we adopted, and enjoy camaraderie, Christmas candy and cookies, and 
Christmas carols. 
 
Friday, December 24, 8:30 a.m.:  Deliver gifts and food to the needy families that we adopted. 
 

 

2021-22 Officers 
 

Chaplain 

    Rev. S,K. Dermot Gahan 

    (574) 289-5539        

Grand Knight  
    S.K. Brad Jordan 

     (574) 299-9930 

     jordanbm@gmail.com 

Deputy Grand Knight 

     S.K. Mike Hagen 

     (574) 323-1671 

Financial Secretary 

     S.K. George Adams, PGK 

     gcadams@alumni.nd.edu 

     (574) 261-4519 

Chancellor  
     S.K. Rob Morgan 

     (574) 360-9496 

Recorder 

    S.K. Jim Kramer 

     (574) 291-6683 

Treasurer  
    S.K Cel Lopez 

    (574) 291-4589 

Advocate  

    S.K. Eric Van Meter, PGK         

    (574) 904-9812 

Warden  

    S.K. George Spohrer 

     (574) 532-5620 

Inside Guard  
    Rob Diltz            

    (574) 277-5384 

Outside Guard  
    Vacant position             

    Please consider  

Lecturer  
    Vacant position             

    Please consider  

Trustees 

    S.K. Tim Bonadies, PGK 

    (574) 252-5933 

    S.K. Chuck Bergman 

    (574) 303-7020 

    S.K. Dave Watterson            

    (574) 387-5374 

District Deputy 11 

     S.K. Ryan Grill, PGK 

     (574) 387-1628 

     district11@indianakofc.org   

K of C Insurance Field Agent 

     S.K. Andrew Weiss 

     (574) 274-6929 

    www.AndrewWeissKofC.com 

Brothers,  
 
Welcome to Advent.  A time to prepare our minds, hearts, and 
souls for the birth of our Savior.  What a great and special time 
this truly is.  A time to spend with our family and friends, and 
reconcile our differences with others.  This month of December 
as Knights we should look inward to reveal our outward 
appearance.  Have we been as charitable as we truly claim to be 
or as we wanted to be this year?  Have we been giving in our 
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December and January Birthdays  
(5 years and over 90 years) 

and Membership Anniversaries  
(5 years and over 50 years) 

 
Birthdays 
December 

Tom Oesterling, 85 
Al Vitale, 85 

Greg Lindorf, 70 
Chris Albert, 45 

January 
Frank Moriconi, 80 

Jim Kramer, 60 
Pat Nowak, 60 

Steve Burzynski, 25 
 

Membership Anniversaries 
December 

Cel Lopez, 40 
Pat Nowak, 40 

Norbert Brenner, 5 
January 

Bert Suter, 51 
Dan Herman, 30 
Danniel Cline, 20  

 
Help us save money! 

 
It now costs us approximately $1.27 to print and 
mail your copy of Crow’s Nest. If you are receiving 
the Crow’s Nest by mail, but you have an email 
address to which we can send your Crow’s Nest, 
why not receive it by email?  Not only will you 
receive it sooner, but it will be in full color and you 
will be able to click on the highlighted email and 
web addresses for a quick connection.  To start 
receiving Crow’s Nest by email, just email a request 
to gcadams@alumni.nd.edu. 
 

Pray for an end to abortion 
 
As the Supreme Court hears arguments this month 
on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
please pray for an end to abortion. 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all Council meetings, Degree exemplifications, Council 
planning meetings, South Bend Francis Club meetings, and SJV Chapter 
meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.  Fish fries and spaghetti dinners are from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. 
 

ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE AND 
MAY BE ALTERED, POSTPONED, OR CANCELLED                       

 
December 3 – Fish Fry - Team Krol 
 
December 5 – Church Membership Drive at St. Jude 
                           Before and after all Masses 
                           Exemplification of Charity, Unity & Fraternity 
                          St. Jude Church, 11:15 a.m. 
 
December 8 – Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
                           (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 
December 11 – Breakfast with Santa 
     Council Chambers, 10:00 a.m. 
 
December 13 – Council Meeting 
 
December [TBA] – Package wrapping party for needy families 
 
December 17 – Spaghetti supper    
 
December 20 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 
 
December 24 – Deliver Christmas gifts and food 
 
December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 
                             (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 
December 27 – Council planning meeting 
 
January 1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
                       (Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year) 
 
January 7 – Fish fry -Team Scanlon 
 
January 10 – Council meeting 
 
January 17 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 
                         Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 
January 19-22 – National Right to Life March 
     Washington, DC; see page 3 for more information 
 
January 21 – Spaghetti supper 
 
January 24 – Council planning meeting 
 
February 4 – Fish Fry - Team Huszar 
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K of C Insurance Message 
by Andrew Weiss 

 
Thank you and Merry Christmas!  
 
What special celebrations we have in the month of 
December!  Our Lady’s feast, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception when we honor Mary as having been 
conceived without original sin.  What an honor, too, for 
her mother, St. Anne, and father, St. Joachim, to have 
that blessing, literally the grandparents of our Lord!  Then 
we celebrate Christmas and the Word made flesh who 
dwelled among us.  “For a child is born to us, a son is 
given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name 
him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince 
of Peace.” (Isa 9:5) 
 
I’m sure your family, like mine, has its traditions at 
Christmas.  There is decorating a tree and the house both 
inside and out, shopping for that perfect gift, and the 
preparation of the special meal.  Maybe you start the real 
celebration by attending Midnight Mass.  And perhaps 
this year it will mean a return to a houseful of relatives 
around your Christmas dinner table.  I hope and pray that 
you and your family find peace and joy during this 
season! 
 
As we approach the end of the year I want to thank each 
of you for the trust you’ve placed in me.  I have been able 
to help so many brother Knights and their families with 
the services and products that the Order has available to 
protect Catholic families.  I consider it an honor to be 
able to serve you as your agent.  One way I may be able 
to serve you better is to make sure you respond to the 
survey that was sent from the Supreme Office recently.  
While some snail mail is still delayed, you should have 
received it.  Answering the survey will help me serve you 
better.  If you like convenience you may want to 
complete the survey online.  Please be sure to check your 
contact information and make sure it is correct.  If you 
have not yet received your survey, please let me know. 
Have a very Merry Christmas!  Let’s be thankful for all the 
graces and gifts that God has blessed us with, especially 
the gift of his Son! 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
 
*Andrew Weiss is a Court of the Table Member of the Million 
Dollar Round Table, which represents the top 1% of MDRT 
members! 

 

 13th K of C-SPONSORED TRIP 

TO THE 2022 NATIONAL 

MARCH FOR LIFE  

OPEN  TO  ALL  WHO  

BELIEVE  IN  LIFE 
 

Wednesday, January 19 Depart from one of our 
locations throughout the State, approximately 8:00 pm. 

leaving on tour bus. There will be several stops along 

the way. 

Thursday, January 20 Breakfast in Maryland; arrive in 
Washington approximately 10 am, tour the DC mall or 

other venues, proceed to hotel. Leave for the National 
Shrine of Immaculate Conception, or Saint Pope John 

Paul II museum or free time. Return to hotel and crash, 

you’ll be tired. 

Friday, January 21 Full breakfast at hotel, pick-up box 
lunch, board bus, proceed to Rally, begin March, after 

March tour the Mall, then return to hotel for dinner. 

Saturday, January 22 Full breakfast at hotel, board 

buses and head home, arriving about 8 pm. 

COST: $285.00 Price includes: Round-trip & all 
transportation in D.C. on touring bus, Rally and 

March, hotel for 2 nights, Double-occupancy, 2 
full breakfasts, Box Lunch for the march, Fri. 

night dinner & celebration and a wonderful 

feeling having participated! 
 

Download this 2022 MFL 
registration for all the details. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.indianakofc.org/download/prolife/2022-Registration-MFL.pdf
http://www.indianakofc.org/download/prolife/2022-Registration-MFL.pdf


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Ave Maria Council 5521 

61533 Ironwood Rd. 

South Bend, IN 46614-9021 

Telephone: (574) 291-2740 

 

The Family Council 
 

Degree News 
 
The next Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity will be 
held Sunday, December 5, at 11:15 a.m. at St. Jude Church. If 
you’re interested in participating, or advancing to the Third 
Degree, and haven’t been able to, this may be what you’ve been 
waiting for! If you’re interested, or have candidates to suggest for 
future exemplifications, please contact Grand Knight Brad Jordan 
at (574) 299-9930, email jordanbm@gmail.com; or Financial 
Secretary George Adams at (574) 261-4519, email 
gcadams@alumni.nd.edu; or Membership Director Rob Morgan at 
(574) 360-9496, email morgrc@comcast.net. Candidates and 
Knights must register ahead of time for the ceremony. 
 
Assembly 242 welcomed 23 new Sir Knights into the Fourth Degree 
at an exemplification held at St Pius X Church in Granger on 
November 21, including SK Dave Watterson from Council 5521. If 
you are a third-degree Knight, and are interested in joining the 
Fourth Degree, please contact Grand Knight Brad Jordan or 
Financial Secretary George Adams. More information may be 
found on the Indiana State Council website. The next 
exemplification will be January 15 at St. Mary’s Church in Griffith. 
This is the only exemplification scheduled in northern Indiana in 
2022. The application deadline is December 31. See the Indiana 
State Council website for more information: 
http://www.indianakofc.org/membership/degree/fourth-patriotic-
degree/exemplification  

 

 

Article deadline for February issue:  January 20. 
Crow’s Nest is published bi-monthly in February, April, June, August, 
October, and December by Knights of Columbus, Ave Maria Council 5521, 
61533 Ironwood Rd., South Bend, IN 46614-9021. Article deadline is the 
twentieth day of the month preceding publication. 

. 

 

  

First Friday of the Month!  
 

 
 

from 5:00pm to 7:00pm 
 

Drive-thru and Dine in  
 

Adults $11.00 
Children $4.00 

 
 

Place 
stamp 

here 
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